_ 0 achieve and maintain professional standing as a news-
boy it was necessary to observe certain conventions, and to rise
above mediocrity a definite technique was to be practised. All the
better locations were held by right of purchase or force of arms,
therefore to be caught poaching in these private domains invited
trouble*
The beginner was forced into side streets to make the most of
whatever opportunities he could find. Not only must he supply
existing demands for his papers; new ones must be created,
influential friends made. He must align himself with a gang,
cultivate drunks and spenders5 and finally, learn how to keep the
change without losing a customer. With patience, tact and
industry he could then advance himself into a more favourable
location.
It was quite possible to adjust scale of living to income, however
small it be. There were no housing problems in summer. One
worked, rested, played, ate, and on occasion attended to more
private matters in the streets. Any unoccupied doorway afforded a
place to sleep, often with some family driven from the crowded
tenements for a breath of air. Winter was not so kindly, but
accommodations could be found to fit any purse. Hotels offered
a more or less private room for twenty-five cents; a canvas cot in a
warm fiop-house cost a dime; or one could lie on the bare floor
for five cents.
If these were out of reach, there was an open grate behind the
World Building, with heat boiling up all night long from the press
rooms below. There, a half-dozen youngsters, if not too large,
could keep from freezing at no cost at all. And as a last resort
one could usually beg some sort of shelter from the women derelicts
around Bismarck Hall, in Pearl Street, These creatures would
probably be classed with the lowest form of female life, yet on a
cold night they could always be depended on for a dime, if they
had it, and their charity was never wrapped in a sermon or tied
with advice.
Food presented ao difficulties if one's appetite was good and